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STRICTURES i that song, without unjustifiable prejudice, will be satis- | were blinded should be eventually saved; and it is equal 


On Rer. Dr. Emmons’ Sermon, published in a volyme, 
entitled ** Sermons on some of the first principles 
and doctrines of true religion.”.—Text, 

Ex. ix.46, “* In very deed for this 
cause have I ratsed thee up.” 
CONCLUDED. 


Wr mav now proceed to examine a remarkable in- 
stance of palpable absurdity, in our preacher's reasoning 
on the subject of Pharaoh’s ** eternnl destruction.”> He 
ivs; ° God determined from eternity to make him fin- 

liv miserable.” Acain; ** Now, if we look into the 
history of God's conduct towards Pharach, we 


ind, that he use 
{5 form hia a versel of wrath, and ft him for that miser- 
inted.”? Agsin “it is 


* 


te end, to which he was appo 


ften thoneht and said, that nethmg more was nesessa- 
» God's part, in order to fit Pharach for destruction, 
than berely to leave him to himself But God knew, 
it no external means and motives would be sumcient 
cter. 


Hie deter- 
fh afeaol 


onhis heart uself/, and cause 


; mera] cha 


st . ' 
iugems lyes, to term 


} } + ef 
Sined, cueremre, 00 Ope rar 


‘ 


mn 10 put ferth certain ere exeretses, mn dhe vei ol 


ertuin cxternel metires. When Moses called on him 


to let the people co. God «tood by Lim, and mored bim 


ro refuse. When Moses interceded for himand procured 


im respite 3 God stood by him, and mored him to ex- 


; ; 
it in hits fon cy. When the peo] le departed from 
' ns d sloodby him, and moved him to 
PYStle r them. with imereased malice and revenge. 
hat God did on such particular occasions, he did 

tall times. He continually hardened his heart, and 
verned all the exercises of bis mind, from the day of 


ik 

Vrthto the coy of his death. This was absolutely ne- 

eessery, to prepare him for his final state. All other 
id have tailed of fitting hin 


metho’s, without this, wou 


for destruction !! 

that the 
preacher meant to be understood, that God originally | 
and according to 


By what is here quoted, it is plainly seen, 


designed Pharaoh for endless misery 5 
ihis purpose he prevented him from being a good man, 
and directed him so in every particular circumstance of 
life, as to make him wicked; which effected, exactly 
eecording to the divine will, God doomed him to ever- 
fasting torment! 

Now, as a direct contradiction of all this, the Dr. says 
* God endured this vessel of wrath with muoh 
Instead of treating him 


as follows: 
jong suffering and forbearance. 
according to his deserts, he waticd Jong to be gracious. 
He used a variety of means to brin, him to.repentance.”’ 
Again, he says, that Moses and Aaron ** were personally 
knowing to the mercies gnd judgments, which God em- 
ployed to bring Pharaoh to submission and repentance.” 
It is evident, from what is here quoted, that the preacher 
meantto be understood, that God’s will, concerning Pha- 
raoh,was gracious ; and according to this gracious will,he 
used a variety of means with a design to-bring bim to 
repentance. Thus the preacher makes out, that Cod 
used a “* variety of means’ with a design to prevent the 
“ endless perdition” of Pharaoh which he ** determined 
from eternity.”” Asif it had been the intention of the 
jearned Dr. to place his contradictions in as glowing a 


'the memorat 


Ee 


shall ‘ 


} . 1 
ia the prs per and necessary means, | 
2 } 
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light as possible, he expresses the absurdity as follows ; 
! 


** God used means with Pharaoh, to bring bim to good, 
though he had determined to destroy him.” 

In his arguments to justify the divine conduct in doom- 
ing Pharaoh to * eternal destruction,” the preacher ad- 
verts te the song of Moses; bat whoever will examine 


tiles be come in. 


| obtained if, and the rest were blinded. 


ed that it contains no intimations respecting any destruc- 


tion of Pharaoh or his people, beyond the termination of} the reverse. 


| natural life. 

This song is a rational, devotional hymn of praise on 
le oecasion, It embraces the miraculous 
deliverance of the Israelites, theawonderful overthrow 
of Pharaoh and his army in the $€a, and Notices the ef- 
fect these events would have on the inhabitants of the 
land to which the house of !srae] was going. 

Suppose a devotional hymn of praise to God for his 
: to the United States, and particularly t 


its of New Orleans,in providentially destroy- 


great goodn 
the inhabitar 
ing the British arn y i 


° , 
»y his servant who commanded our 
forces in that eats should, after speaking of the ce- 
struction of the enemy and the deliverance of the city, 


and after noticing rs effect that this would netu 


news 


ally have on our cnemics, proceed to de 
- measure, the everlasting torme 


fs of the con:mander 


who fallin the action, and of thos aie aiso died in o- 


is cosummands. Would all this accord with our 


Oe@vitier 


christian feeling ? Itis believed it would exactly, as Well 


argcunie nit, and VW ith equal propricty and bry 
in all the accounts recorded in the 


as the Dr's. 
equal authority. 
divine history of Pharaoh’s overtiirow, there is no more 
evidence of his being consigned ‘to * eternal destruction,’ 
than there isin the 


the British at New Orleans, of the cternal wisery of those 


oficial statements of the defeat of 
who fell in the several actions. 


Another remarkable instance of aw rong use of the 
civine and gracious craclses of God, ts dbservable in the | 
a passage In the 11th of Romans, which he 


1 a design to prove that God Las 


Drs. use of 
quotes witt 
come with a design to make them eternally miserable. 
What he quotes is the following, ** Israel hath not ob- 
t:ined that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
According as is 
written, God has given them the spirit of slumber, eyes 
i that they should not see, and cars that they should not 
hear, unto thisday. And David saith, let their table ‘be 
made a snare.and a frap, and a stumbling block and a re- 
compence unto them. Let their eyes be darkened, that 
they 
To this quotation he adds: ** His meaning is, let every 
thing serve to blind and harden reprobate sinners, and 
fit them for final destruction.”» For this egregious mis- 
take it is difficult to account. 


the whole remaining part of that long chapter is devoted 
entirely to disprove the one which he mace of the text. 
Readers, look at the passage. The next words to thos 
above quoted are the following: ** I say then, hav@they 
stumbled that they should fall? God forlid ; 
through their fall salvation has come unto, the gentiles 
for to provoke them to jealousy.” 
them be the riches of the world and the diminishing 


. 


of them the riches of the gentiles; how much more 
their fulness?” Further on the same subject. 


‘** For if the casting away of them be the recenciling of 


the world, what shall the receiving of them be but life 
from the dead?” And again, ** For I would not breth- 
ren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, (lest ye 


should be wise in your own conceits) that blindness in 


part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the gon- 
And so all ferael shall be saved; as 
it is written, there shall come out of Sion the deus ahen 
and he shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.”’ 

It is evident beyond all contradiction, that the design 
of the apostic’s arguments was to show, that those wha 


to! might have mercy upon all. 


scribe, ta exult- | 


vlinded | 


ray not see, and bear down their back always,” | 


The very next words to} 
those which the Dr."qnoted from Rom. xi, together with | 
o! bnt he would choose to be Pharaoh's bond- 
but rather} 


Now if the fall of 


ly evident that Dr. Emmofis designed to argue exactly 
Let us compare this argument of the Dr's. 
in which he contends fof the endless unmerciful punish- 
ment of those Israelites, with that heart-cheering anc 
soul illuminating passage in this 11th of Romans, which 
reads as follows: “‘ For as ye im times past have not be- 
lieved Godpyetthavemow obtaimed mercy through their 
unbelief; even so have these also now not believed, 
that throngh your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 
For God hath concluded them al] in unbelief, that ke 
Is it possible, that a ess 
degree of blindness, than that which happened to Jsror! 
The old 
pharisees rejected the commandment of God, and taugh! 
ihe traditions of men. And this is exact], 

The word of God is Jaid aside, and the 
vain traditions and superstitions of a corrupted priesthoce 
In thes 
‘ful Pather in heaven is represented as the most cruct. 
One who designed, be- 
> human family, that a great proportion 
. of pia 2 should be endJessly miserable. That he de- 
damnation for the yery conduct 
which he also deereed, and which would never have 
| been performed by man if it were not for God's special 
agency ! 

After all the Dr. has said of Pharaoh's hard heart, har- 

dened hy himse]i and by God too, he has not represent- 
ed it a thousandth part so hard, as he represents the 
heart of God and the hearts of seints in heaven! 

Why did Pharoah oppress the children of Israel? An- 
for the promotion of his own worldly glory.— 
Haye we any reason to believe that he would have been 
thus cruel if he had not believed that he-should promote 
his own interest by it? No, we have not. Why docs 
God exercise this unmerciful vengeance on his creatures ¢ 
Hear the Dr's. answer. ** God made Pharaoh for him- 
self, as well as for the day of evil. And he would not 
have made him for the day of evil had it not been nee- 
essary, in order to declare his own glory. God has the 
same end to answer, by bringing all the non-elect into 
existence. He iytends they shall be the means of dis- 
| playing his own glory, both in time and eterrity.”? Now 
| Jet the mind be free from all prejudice and superstition, 
| aud let it answer the fellowing qnestion. 
| 





could have led the Dr. into such an error? 


tor doctrines 
j ihe case now. 
] 
fare taught for doctrines. doctrines ovr merci- 


: Cel idee S 
| ae being in the universe. 


re he made the 


lereed them eternal 


swer; 





you choose to be, Pharaoh's bond-man, or God's non- 
elect? Let the question be put to the Dr. himself, 
Which would he choose to be, Pharaoh’s bond-man in 
| Feypt, or God's non-elect in hell? There is no doubt 
man; and if 
' 80, it is a fact, whether he will own it or hot, that he 
has a better cpinion of Phareoh than he has of God! 

If in extenuation of this most horrible character ¢iven 
to the Deity, it be argned, that he treats the elect infi- 
nitely better than he docs ihe non-eieet, this only makes 

he matter worse. It shows that while he could do bet- 

ter, he is infinitely partial and unmerciful. "Therefore, 
the sou] that feels the heavenly dicnity of impartiality, 
would as soon decline beimg one of the elect, as he would 
shrink from the lot of the noneelect. It wasa mean and 
contemptibie service to be Pharaok’s favourite, to Jord 
it over the Hebrew slaves; and bad. these task«masters 
been in possession of those divine qualities of mindwhich 
clevate the soul above low selfishness, they wou'd have 
been ashamed of their office, 

We may new notice what the Dr. says concerning 
the blessed in heaven, The following are his words - 
1 « It is absolutely necessary to approve of the doc/rin: 
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of reprobation, in order to be fared. © None can be ad- 
mitted to heaven, who are not prepared to join in the 


-eraploy ments as well as the enjoyments of the heaven- 


ly world. And we know, that one part of the business 
of the blessed is to celebrate the doctrine of reprobation. 
While the decree of reprobation is eternally executing 
on the vessels of wrath, the smoke of their torments will 
be eternally ascending in the view of the vessels of 
mercy, who, instead of taking the part of those miser- 
able objects, will say Amen, Alleluia, praise ye the 
Lord.” ‘This he calls a “touchstone,” by which we 
snust stand or fall. All who have not a heart which 
perfeetly accords with this eternal reprobation, ‘* must 
»e excluded from the abodes of the blessed, and sink 
-peechlees into the bottomless pit of despair.» With 
these sweet words, the Rev. Dr. closes his sermon,which 
will serve asa monument of human weakness, bigotry 
and superstition, when its author, as we confidently 
Lope will rest inthe arm of that merciful God, whom 
ie bas so misrepresented. In the above passage quoted 
ivom the sermon, the preacher makes our cordial wiil- 
rigness, that our fellow creatures should be eternally 
-eprobated to endless torments, an indispensable con- 
dition of salvation. All men who are not willing their 
dearest connexions in life should be endlessly misera- 
ble, must be so theraselves! This sentiment is too ab- 
surd to need any argument to refute it. Did our bless- 
ed Saviour preach in this wey? Did he who gave him- 
self a ransom for al] men, who prayed for his enemies, 
umd who teaches us to pray for our enemies, ever in- 
form us that we must be eternally miscrable if we are 
not willing that others should be? O Jesus, to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of everlasting life. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


aAwree 
TO * LEANDER.” 
“ LEANDER” charges me “with pronouncing the 


express words of the apostle’? a confused jargon of} 


aords wilhoul sense or meaning. But he is informed 
that I only said his explanation of 1 Tim. ii. 1 
dered them a confused jargon. Why did not he quote 
the whole sentence? Doubtiessly, because he was a- 
ware it would expose hiserror inthe charge. Heander 
does not attempt to support his exposition of the pas- 
sage by showing its consistency. Now whoever com- 
pares the words “| exhort that prayers be made for al] 
men,” with the words, “who will have all men to be 
saved,” and ** who gave himself a ransoin for all,” must 
perceive that the apostle’s design was to have blessings 
?mplored on all’ men, and not alone en those who pre- 
fered the prayer. Leander next quotes the phrase ‘ ] 
exhort,” &c. “* that we kings and all thatare in autho- 
rity, as well as all men,” and proceeds to dissect it. — 
Me first notices the words “that we kings,” and ob- 
serves, “i.e. all men.” [tis not for me to account 
how he supposes by “ kings’? | meant al] men, I am 
sure no such idea is contained in-the passage. He next 
quotes and all thal are in authority, and adds, ** which 
are all men.’ But do all in authority compose all men ? 
or, does it not take kings and al) in authority, ‘as well 
af all men” who hold no office whatever to compose 
the human family? Leander is informed; in turn, that 
his observations on my reply thus far, ‘* are a mere play 
upon words.» To show that the pronoun we in 1 Tim. 
vi. 2, embraces all men, 1 Cor. xv. 22 and 51 were re- 
ferred to; on which Leander observes, “ That all men 
are intended in verse 22, is readily admitted; but tbat 
the we in verse 51 iucludes.the same number is not ad- 
mitied.”» The reason he assigns is that this verse al- 
Tudes to believers; “* And it is of this class, that is, of 
believers, of which the apostle speaks through the rest 
of the chapter.” Why Leander should suppose that 
the apostle labored to prove the resurrection of all men 
“ill he came to the 22d verse, and then spoke of ‘ be- 


» 2, ren- 
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been able to learn. What does he understand by verses 
25 and 26? * Forhe must reign till he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet; the last enemy that shall be destroy- 
edis death.” Do they allude to believers ? Are believ- 
ers the enemies to be put under his feet, and when they 
are changed, will the last enemy which is death be de- 
stroyed ? See also verses 42-44; Are none but believers 
sown in corruption, in dishonour, in weakness, and do 
they alone possess natural bodies? If so, these passages 
refer only to believers. Again, if none but believers are 
to be ‘raised in incorruption,’ ‘in glory,’ ‘in power,’ 
and to possess ‘ spiritual bodies,’ do tell us with what 
bodies unbelievers will appear? They cannot possess 
incorruptible spiritual bodies, for says Leander. ‘* it is 
of believers of which the apostle is speaking through 
the rest of the chapter.” Had he not have said that 
‘all men universally shall be raised from their graves,’ 
I should have concluded that he was a ‘ destrucfionis(,” 
and believed that the wieked will never be raised.— 
However, according to his theory, they must be raised 
corruptable natural bodies,for ‘it is of believers ofwhich 
the apostle speaks through the whole of the chapter.’ 
The apostle declares in verse 22, that all men shall be 
raised, and then descends to particularsand show how 
they shall be raised, and the difference there will be 
between the terrestrial and celestial state to be like one 
star that differeth from another star in glory. Leander 
also quotes verse 23; ‘ But every man in his own or- 
der; Christ the first fruits, afterwards they that are 
Christ’s at his coming ;’ and adds, ‘ now this plainly 
implies that all are not Christ’s at his coming ; for if 
they are al] made happy at one time there can be no 
order.’ Bot he is informed that verse 51 contains two 
orders that will be Christ's at his coming. Tirst, ‘ We 
shall not all sleep.” Here is one order, viz. those 
that will be alive at his coming. Second, ‘ But we 
shal] all be changed,” viz. those whoo are alive and those 
who sleep. Here are two orders, to which the words 
we and all allude. and should Leander invent fifty .or- 
ders still the phrase we shail all be changed would em- 
brace them all. But if Leander coniends that none 
but believers will be raised st this period where will he 
get the orders contained in verse 51? Will he tell us 
that those believers that are alive and those that sleep 
will make the two orders? This is contrary to his as- 
sertion, that ‘if all are made happy at one period there 
can be no order.’ If believers can be changed at once 
and their still be orders, surely all mankind may be 
changed, each in Lis own order. Leander refers me to 
i: Thes. iv. 17. But it is supprising that he should have 
adduced a passage £0 diametrical to his purpose. See 
jts context, verse 15, * For this we say unto you by the 
mouth of the Lord, that we which are alive, and remain 
unto the coming of our Lord, shal] not prevent them 
that are asleep.” Now, here are two orders, which 
must undergo two changes, for the bodies of those that 
sleep will be change $in their order, and the bodies of 
those who are awake in their order. Thus the terms 
wein 1 Tim. ii. 2 and I Cor. xv. 51, are synonomous 
and embrace all men. Leander remarks, ‘ ilis obser- 
vations relative to the two wills are a mere play upon 
words, and therefore nierit no attention.” This is a 
new invented way to surmouut difficulties. Was it not 
a sober and ingenuous question, to ask whether we have 
any knowledge of tLé will of God that is not revealed 
or declared in scripture? Does not he believe the bi- 
ble to be a revelation? Why then calumniate it by 
calling ita secret? What a contradiction in terms, a 
secret revelation, which merits to be ranked with the 
following BULL: ‘says Paddy to his friend, I am now 
going to tell you a seeret which has been known for 
more than three years all over Ireland.’ ‘That God has 
but one will is evident. A child may not be able to 
comprehend the whole will of his father, still this never 
makes it two, it is still one, although but partly known. 
So our not being able to comprehend God's will, ad- 





mitting it is not all revealed in scripture, does not 


Tievers’ through the rest of the chapter, we have not | make it two wilh, it is ae mach one will asif we 








were totally ignorant of it, or comprehended it in full, 
Now if we admit any diffcrence in God's will, the diff- 






erence may be infinite; like two mathematical lives. 


they may perpetually diverge, and the location of tiose 
who fulfil the one will be infinitely diverse from the sit- 
uation of those who fulfil the other. But, can two in- 
finitely opposites dwell in God? First a benevolent will 
that all men may be saved? Second, a decretive will 
that part shall be damned? Would not that parent be 
guilty of sclemn duplicity, who should profess to desire 
the happiness of his children when he was sccretely 
plotting their destruction? — 

On my expositicn of Matt. xxiii. 37, Leander re- 
marks, * Unitarians when they are pressed with those 
scriptures which assert that Christ and the Father are 
one, affirm they are one in design.‘ * Then the will of 
Christ is the will of the Father.’ But Christ’s will is 
not always in concert with the will of the Father. See 
John v. 30, ‘f seek not.mine own will, but the will of 
the Father which hath sent me.’ Now this plainly im- 
plies that Christ had a will separate from the Father’s ; 
for should it be said that bis will was to do the will of 
his Tather, then in seeking to do his Father's will he 
would seek to do his own will. See also Luke xxii. 
42, * Father if thou be willing remove this cup from me, 
nevertheless, not my will but thine be done.’ Now if 
God and Christ’s will are the same, God must have 
willed that this cup might pass from Christ, and his 


plan of redemption be frustrated, and Christ not die, . 


alihough ‘he was delivered by the determinate coun— 
cil and foreknowledge of God.’ Here is an infinite dif- 
ference in these two wills, in as much as it was God's 
decretive will that Christ should die, and Christ’s hu- 
man volition to live. This is the human will that wa- 
frustrated with regard to the Jews. Leander consoles 
himself with the ‘ forlorn hope’ that if my exposition o 
Matt. xxili. S97, be granted, * there are other passages 


of this descrijtion which remain in full force.” But he 
that has bcen once deceived may be so again. 
° H**#*_ 
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While the religions world is in a great state of per- 
turbation; while ministers of different persuasions, are 
zealously propogating and defending their various sys- 
tems of doctrine, the inquirer after truth should, if it 
appear doubtful to him whether all men will ultimately 
be saved, seriously reflect upon the following interroga- 
tions : First. What was the object of the Saviour’s 
mission? He informs us that he came to do the will of 
tim who sent him. What is the will of him who sent 
him? Answer. To ‘* have all mento be saved and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 
Jesus Christ came to do the will of Lim who sent him, 
and the will of him who sent bim is to have all men 
to be saved, unless al] men are finally saved, Jesus 
Christ never will perform the work he came to do.— 
But the declaration can be made, and scripturally sup- 
ported, that nothing ever did or can thwart the designs 
of God our Saviour—That dear Redeemer, who, when 
on earth, said, ‘and I, if-1 be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me,’ explicitly declared, with 
his dying breath ‘It isfinished.2. What was finished? 
The work he came to do. When Jaid down under the 
wait of his afflictions, inasmuch as that he was sorrow- 
ful even unto death, he cried, O, my Father, &c. thy 
willbe done. This was the affliction he bore that we 
might be brought to see the salvation of God. See the 
anxiety that his father’s will might be done. This was 
the paramount object—Twas for this bis soul was in 
travail—Hence says Isaiah, ‘* he shall see of the travail 
of his soul end be satisfied.” RICHARDS, . 


Know thyself—To: gain a knowledge of ourselves, 
the best way is to convert the imperfections of others: 





into a. mirror for discovering our own: 


Now if~ 
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CHRISTMAS. 


The solemn, the joyful day is at hand, the 
day on which millions of grateful souls will cel- 
ebrate the nativity of the Saviour of the world. 
Of all the events which have been honoured by 
the keeping of solemn assemblies this is most 
pre-eminent. ‘Tiiis event was predicted by the 
prophets of Israei; aud if we duly consider 
the blessings to mankind, which their testimony 
connected with it. we shall at once see the pro- 
priety of noticing the event in a manner ex- 
pressive of the highest gratitude of which the 
mind is capable. Nor does it become the na- 
ture of the subject to entertain either limited 
views of the Saviour’s grace, or partial feel- 
ings ; for this Saviour is he of whom the evan- 
gelical Isaiah spake in prophesy saying. ‘ Un- 
to us achild is born, unto us ason is given, and 
the government shal! be upon his shoulder, and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of peace. Of the increase of his gov- 
ernment and peace there shall be no end.”— 
Che same prophet again says; ‘I the Lord 
have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee 
for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
gentiles; to open the blind eyes; to bring out 
ithe prisoners from the prison, and them that sit 
in darkness out of the prison house.” Again, 
speaking ofthe blessed Saviour, he says; * And 
he said, it isa light thing that thou shouldest be 
my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob; 
and to restore the preserved of Israel; I will 


also give thee fora light to the gentiles, that! 


thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of 
the earth.”” Of this blessed covenant, of this 
gtorious light, of thisson which was given to 
the world, this prophet further speaks as fol- 
lows; ** He was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him ; and with his 
stripes we are healed.. All we, like sheep, have 
gone astray;we have turned every one to his own 
way ; and the Lord hath laid on bim the iniqui- 
ties of us all.’ And this agrees with the testi- 
mony of St. Paul, who spoke of this Saviour, as 
amediator between God and man, and says-; 
‘¢ who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testi- 
fied in due time.” Let our minds be perfectly 
free from all the partial views of this glorious 
gift of God to the world, and let us rejeice in 
the unlimited mercy, manifested in the testimo- 
ny of the prophets, and which we find fully 
verified inthe blessed Messiah. Then may we 
join with that blessed choir which was em- 
ployed on the birth of the Saviour to chant 
** glory to God in the highest, peace on earth,and 
good will unto men.” 

With what pleasurable sensations shall we 
repair to the sanctuary, where parents and chil- 
dren, brothers and sisters, together with friends 
and strangers shall mingle as one family, to cel- 
ebrate the birth of our common Saviour, who 
planted the tree of life in this world of sin and 
death, who has brought life and immortzlity to 
light through the gospel. Let these delightful 
duties be performed in a manner, which may 
indicate the humble heart and the meek spirit, 
let the pure breath cf devotion respire from 
every grateful breast, let nothing be permitted 
to mingle with our devotions, which is calcula- 
‘ed to feed the foolish pride of little minds, and 


' ners to repentance.”? 


please the vanity of the wandering eye. But 
let the whole soul be directed to honour him 
and his doctrine, who was meek and lowly, and 
we shal] find rest to our souls. 
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A CONCISE 
Exposition of the passage proposed on page 98, by our 
friend R.C. 


‘© The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the na- 
tions that forget God.’’—Psalms ix. 17. 


As the opposers of Universal Salvation make use of 
this passage to refute it, it may be expedient, in the 
first place, to show that the common application of the 
text is not consistent with the doctrine of the gospel. 
The common opinion concerning hell is, that it is a 
place of fire and brimstone, into which those who are 
wicked in this life will be cast in a future state of ex- 
istence. The opposers of universal salvation will not 
allow that hell is in this world ; for they say it is ina 
future state that God will punish the wicked for the 
crimes -which they commit in this. 

Let us carefully sotice our text. ** The wicked shall 
be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” 
Would it be a fair and candid exposition of these words 
to say that they mean that some of the wicked and 
some who ferget God will be turned into hell? It is 
presumed that no one will consent to this. The evi- 
dent meaning of the words is, that all the wicked and 
all that forget God shall be turned into hell. But who 
did David, the writer of our text believe were wicked ? 
See Ps. xiv. 2,3. ** The Lord looked down from heay- 
en upon the children of men, to see if there were any 
that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone 
aside, they are altogether becomefilthy ; there is none 
that doeth good, no, notone.”* In the 3d of Romans, 


| St. Paul alludes to this passage when endeavoring to 


prove that both Jews and Gentiles were all under sin. 
But did David view himself to be a sinner? See Ps. 
li. 3, “* For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my 
sin is ever before me.” David then believed that he was 
wicked and that al] the rest of mankind were wicked 
too. St. Paul says, ** For all have sinned and come 
short ef the glory of God.” Again, ** So death pass- 
ed upon all men, for that all have sinned.””> With these 
scriptures before our eyes, we see perfectly plain, that 
if all-the wicked are to be turned into a hel! in a future 
state, there will be none saved by the gospel of Christ. 
Jesus said, ‘* | came not to call the righteous, but sin- 
St. Paul says, ** This is a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | 
am chief.”> He furthermore says, that God will have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. And the ascription of praise, rendered by 
the redeemed, is, ** Unto him that loved us and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood.’? Remember like- 
wise, the words of the forerunner of Jesus; ** Behold 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world,” 

By this time the reader will perceive that the true 
and evident meaning of the scripture is, that all men 
are con-idered wicked; that all men sre under the con- 
demnation of our text, and are turned into hell; and 
that it is from this wickedness, from this death, and 
from this hell which they have gotten into, that the 
gospel is designed to save all mankind. 

The reader may desire to know what the word. hell 
means. It meaus the grave literally ;. but is frequently 
used to represent a state of troubie and affliction. The 
Psalmist says, ‘** The pains of hell gat hold upon 
me; | found rouble and sorrow.’? Here trouble and 
sorrow evidently mean the same as the pains of hell. In 
prayer, David says, ** For great is thy mercy towards 
me; and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest 
hell.” Jonah said, ‘* Out of the belly of hell cried I, 
and thou heardest my voice.” 

» David was wicked, Jonah was wicked, Saul, who 








became an apostle of Jesus Christ, was the chief of sin- 
ners; and according to the testimony of both David and 
St Paul all mankind are reckoned sinners. But thaf 
either of them believed that they and all men, or even 
any of the human family would be turned into hell in a 
future state we have not the least intimation. They 
never wrote a word of any such thing. 

Whoever forgets God and practices wickedness is 
immediately cast into affliction and trouble. This is 
the natural and unavoidable consequence of sin. It 
brings us into hell. Solomon represents the facinating 
deceits of sin as follows : ‘* A foolish woman is calami- 
tous; she is simple, and knoweth nothing: For she sit- 
teth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high plac- 
es of the city, to cull passengers who go right on their 
ways: Whoso is simple, let him turn-in hither; and as 
for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 
stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is 
pleasant. But he knoweth not that the dead are there ; 
and that her guests are in the depths of hell.” The er- 
roneous are constantly tellmg the wicked that they are 
in danger of being cast into hell in a future state; buf 
true wisdom informs them that they are now in the 


on OR f hel 
depths of hell. 


ES 


Mr. Channing, of this town, has published a sermom 
entitled, ** Religion a social principle,” which, he says 
he wishes ** (o urge, in opposition to a maxim, which is 
somewhat current, that religion is a private affaur be- 
tween man and his Maker, with which his neighbor ha: 
no concern.”? This, Mr. C. calls, ** a revival of the 
old doctrine, which drove men trom society to worship 
God in deserts ; and we cannot but wonder that this 
error of the most thorough fanaticks should be espous 
by some, who claim superiority to vulger prejudice.” 
He says, ‘* Religion, we are told, is a private personal, 
thing, a concern between the individual and God.”— 
Those whe adopt this principle, which we believe to 
be a correct one, do not mean that it is not also a so- 
cial principles Their intention is to convey this idca, 
that no man is accountable to.another for his religious 
| principles, or his mode of worship, whilst he faithfully 
discharges his relative duties as a men.ber of civil so- 
ciety. This was the opioion of Mr. Locke, of Gene- 
ral Washington, of Dr. Franklin, and of Mr. C’s pre- 
decessor, Dr. Belknap. ‘Those who agree with these 
eminent men, although they may differ in opinion from 
Mr. C. need not ‘to fear the stigma, ‘* thorough fana- 
ticks.” We are of opinion that Mr. C. is contending 
with a man of straw, the mere creature of his imagina- 
tion. But Mr. C’s object was, perhaps, to recommend 
a religious establishment in our Constitution now revis- 
ing ; for he says, in the conclusion of bis sermon, * a 
community, one convinced of this great truth, [that re~. 
ligion is a social concern] is bound fo INCORPORATE ?¢ 
into its public institutions.” To this opinion we 
must express our unqualified dissent, as we do not be- 
lieve it was the design of our Lord to commit the direc- 
tion of his worship to any civil government ; the pre- 
cepts of the gospel as to the order ofhis church are 
exclusively addressed to those whom he had chosen out 
of the world, Christ. Watchman. 
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NOTICE, 

The ** MassacnusretTrs Peace Socirry” will cele- 
brate their anniversary on MONDAY (Christmas) FEv- 
ening next. Services to commence at 6 o'clock. An 
address will be delivered by the. Hon. Jossam Quincy, 
after which a collection will be made, 
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STRICTURES 
ON REV. MR. CHANNING'S SERMON. 


UST Published and for sale at this Office, Si RIC- 
TURES on Rev, Dr. CHannino‘s Sermon, enti- 
tled, Religion a social principle, delivered in Federa)- 
street Church on Sunday, Dec. 10, 1820.—By Hosxa 
BaLov, pastor of the Secord Universalist feciety in | 
Boston.—Price 12 1-2 cents. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ann 


A HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS. 
CHRISTIANS, awake, rejoice and sing, 
Raise every Voice, strike every string, 

Shout your Redeemer’s birth ; 
Let songs of grateful homage rise, 
And, echoing from the vaulted skics, 
Again enrapture earth. 


This is your Saviour’s natal day, 
- Who once within a manger lay 
Humble and meek and low ; 
Then let your joyful songs resound, 
Let every mortal catch the sound 
Let praise spontaneous flow. 


On this auspicious, glorious morn, 

Angels from heav’n, shouted in song, 
** Glory to God on high ;” 

They sung—benevolence to man 

Through the angelick chorns ran, 
Jesus was born to die. 


if angels then would deign to sing, 

And make the spacious concave ring 
With notes so high—so clear, 

Much more should we to whom is giv’n 

The peace, the joy, the bliss of heav’n, 
Our Saviour’s love declare. 

Then shout, ye saints, your Saviour’s praise, 

Unite in sweet, harmonious lays 
Your gratefulness to prove ; 

SALVATION for a guilty race 

Flows, freely flows from heaven's grace, 
The gift of Jesus’ love. 

O! then let ev’ry bosom swell 

With feelings which no tongue can tell— 
Let ev’ry soul combine, 

On this bless’d day, to sing of love, 

AVhich brought a Saviour from above, 
Offspring of love divine. NV. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
an 


CHRISTMAS HYMN. 


Ye meek advance, ye lowly come, 
Prepare a joyful song, 

And bear the wonders God has done, 
On ev'ry thankful tongue. 


Glad tidings came on angel’s wings, 
Meek shepherds hear’d the news ; 


This day is born the king of kings, 
Messiah of the Jews. 


This is the sow which God hath given, 
To save our sinful race, 

To guide our wand’ring feet to heav’n, 
By his redeeming grace. 


If angels on the happy day, 
‘Salvation’s king was born, 
God's glory sang in lofty lay, 

And peace to man forlorn, 


O then let ev’ry thankful heart 
A grateful tribute bring, 
With hosts of angels bear a part, 


And joyful anthems sing. 


To bind the wounded, broken heart, 
And heal the soul of sin, 

And to the dying life impart, 
Did Christ salvation bring. 


Through darkest clouds of sorrow’s night, 
The Saviour’s grace is seen, 

And rays of mercy quick and bright 
On guilty sinners gleam, 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Come sing his grace with rapture’s fame, 
And all his love record ; 

In everlasting songs proclaim 
Salvation of the Lord. B. 
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THANKSGIVING HYMN. 


As Israel’s people in despair 
Redeemed by their shepherd’s care 
In gratitude rejoice— 

Or as on Sinai’s banks reclined, 
Our holy fathers swell’d the wind 
With hallelujah’s voice. 


Or as by proud Euphrates’ stream, 
They rais’d to Thee the heav’nly theme 
Of wonder love and praise ; 
So we, for all thy bounteous care, 
Thy Providence, divinely fair, 
Our hallelujahs raise. 


How vast thy gifts, Almighty King, 

From Thee, what matchless bounties spring, 
Our grateful song shall tall 

The raptures liberty bestows, 





yconsume the dead carcasses and filth cf Jerusalem.’— 





The heavw’nly joys thy gospel shows, 
Our hallelujals swell! 





Say, should we search the globe around, 
Where can such happiness be found, 
dr who such comforts know ? 1 
IIere plenty reigns ; here freedoim sheds 
Iler choicest blessings on our heads ; 
Let hallelujahis flow! 


' 


With cheerful hearts and flowing ton 
We'll raise aloud united songs 

To God, who ever reigns! 
Jehovah here hail fix’d his throne : . 
Aud this through every age we'll own 

Witb hallelujahs’s strain. 


gues, 








ee = a a Ce - ———_ _ 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN 14 USSENGER. 





The first impressions of the mind, how influential! 
Years may rollon, the reasoning faculty my strenghen, 
still will the ideas ef infancy maintain something like 
reality, though they may not be real. Prejudice, how- 
ever exposed, will be dear, and the mind will] hug it 
close, though its anacondine coils impede existence, or 
secrete an atmosphere pregnant with death. It is too 
often the case, that in educating our offspring, we con- 
jure up ideal beings and places, that are no where but 
in the poet’s imaginary dream, to terrify into obedience ; 
and, by thus telling falsehood, we become so accustom- 
ed to its repetition, as to believe it truth, 

It is our object to remove one of these fallacies. The 
words, ‘* Sheol, hades and gehenna,” translated hell in 
the Scriptures, do not warrant any belief in a state of 
punishment after resurrection. In Bailey’s English Dic- 
tionary, the meaning of ** Gehenna” is thus given, “a 
place in the valley [valley of Hinnom] of the tribe of 
Benajmin, terrible for two sorts of fire im it ; that where- 
in the Israelites sacrificed their children to the idol Me- 
loch ; and also another kept continually burning, to 


See Joshua xv. 8. for its exact situation. And for what 
was done there, turn to 2 Chora. xxxiii. 6. ** And he 
(Manasseh) caused his children to pass thrugh the fire, 
in the valley of the son of Hinnom.”’ King Josiah acted 
very different from this, for ** he defiled Topheth, which 
is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man 
might make his son, or his daghter, to pass through the 
fire to Moloch.” 2 Kings xxiii. 10. 

The Assyrian was also threatened with this hell,which 
age os | was temporal. ** Tophet is ordained of old, yea 
for the king it is prepared.” Isai. xxx. 33. 

The Almighty was not pleased with the deeds com- 
mitted at this place. ** They have built the high places of 
Tophet, whichis in the valley of the son cof Hiaaom, to 
burn their sons and their daughters in the Gre, which | 
commanded them not, neither came it into my heart — 
Wherefore, behold, the days come saith the Lord, that 
it shall no more be called Tophet,nor the valley of slaugh- 
ter, fur they shall bury in Tophet till there be no place.” 
Jer. vii. 31, 32. 

_ *Pophet, (i,e,a drum,) a valley where the Ammon- 
ites sacridced their children to Moloch, and caused drums4 
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to be beat to hinder their cries from being heard,”’ Bai- 
ley’s Dictionary. 

The reader is now acquainted with the geography of 
hell, (excuse the expression,) and from Scripture per- 
ceives what was done there. An idolatry was set up, 
contrary to the command of God. The innocent babe 
was sacrificed in the fire to Moloch, as the non-elect in- 
fants are supposed to be to the Moloch of the present 
religions world, In some places the word signifies the 
state of the dead, as Gen. xxxvil. 35. ‘* For I will go 
down into the grave, (hell) unto my son mourning.” It 
would read very curious to substitute the word hell: sure- 
ly, the father of Joseph had no thought of his son’s being 
in a state of eternal damnation: he did not intend to go 
there mourning. Again, Jonah ii. 2, ‘* 1 cried, by reason 
of mine affliction, unto the Lord, and he heard me ; 
out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my 
voice.’ Suppose this is taken litterally. Heli, then, 
is the belly of afish, Well, Jonah is the only man 
who has ever been there, that we have heard of, and 
he gotout. See Ps. xviii.5. The sorrows of bell com- 
passed me about, and Ps. exvi. 3. The royal pslamit 
was then in hell before he died. §Sam.ii.6. ‘* He 
bringeth down to the grave (or hell) and bringeth wp.’ 


Would it appear orthodox to bring up from thence - 


“Oh that thou wouldst hide mein the grave, (hell, 
ihat thou wouldst keep me secret untill thy wrath ts 
passed !*? Job XIv. 13. Here is a heli, where the wick-d 
cease froin troubling, and the weary are at rest: Lere } 
the refuge from the inclemencics of a stormy Ire, and 
Job in his distress desired to be hid init. Is this like the 
hell generally believed in? 

We have quoted a few passages, yet suficient to shes 
how groundless is the popular idea. 

Itis a state of affliction, yet Jehovah informs vs, by 
his prophet Hosea xiii, 14. *O death, To will be this 
plague; O grave, (bell,) I will be thy destruction.’ — 
And by ihe Revelation, ** there sheli be to more deat! 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neliher shall there be an, 
more pain, for the former things are passed wway, atid 
he that sat upon the throne said, behold, tf make all ing 
new.”? 

Where in the Bible do we Gnd eternal hell ? 

It is one of those weapons, raised by the authority o 
priestcro ft, to fetter the human mind, to make man 


slave to fear, a coward, and of consequence Wir ked.- 


|iiow many have been driven to despair by the idea! 


view Of ilimnou’s vale! The hour of death is asclenin 


fone. Ob! ip that inoment, the closing scene, whut 
fortitude is necessary to support the being who is 


best but feeble! The passage though the valley of the 
shadow of death isa trying one. Shell we, instead oF 
dispelling those shadows that hover round the bedsides 
of departing mature, raise more hideons phantoms: 
Shall we endeavour to deceive the sufferer, by telling 
him they are substance ? Let us rather teach him to 
look beyond this scene, to view the shores of blessed- 
ness, wiere that same good Being, who has watched over 
his footsteps here, and been the gircr of every perfect 
blessing, shall receive him, where sorrow can never 
come, 

And, instead of instilling iuto the minds of our clil- 
dren ideas of horror, which are false and banctul to 
their happiness ; let us lead them to the volume of truth, 
which is fully competent to guide them through all the 
trials of life, and is sufficient, without the aid of any tic- 
tion, to lead them in the paths of pleasantness and peace 





series of Letters, &e. 
JUST published and for sale at this Office, price $4 


A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rev- 
elation, in reply to the Rey. Abner Kncelane’s serious 
inquiry into the authenticity of the same.—By HosKka 
BALLov. pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. To which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. Dr Buckminster, and the 

tev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur- 

ches in Portsmouth, N. H. and the Rev. H. Baruov. 

. {c'y-Subscribers are requested to call or send for thei: 
ooks. 





FUNERAL DISCOURSE, 


usr published, and for sale at this Office, a Sermoa 
delivered at Danvers, (Mass.) on the death of Joseph 
Porter and Israel Putman—By BArziLLat STREKTER, 
pastor of the Universal Church and Society in Salem. 
Price 12 [-2 cents, 
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